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(54) Ventilation louver, particular for motor vehicies 
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of a whirling, substantially divergent flow of air. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention refers to an improved 
ventilation louver, particularly suited for use in motor ve- 
hicles. 

[0002] Ventilation louvers of the above cited kind are 
largely l<nown to be normally made of rigid plastic ma- 
terial and/or metal and mainly comprise a peripheral 
frame that delimitates an end portion of at least a conduit 
for the passage of air Into the interior of the vehicle. The 
flow of air along the conduit can be adjusted by means 
of a butterfly valve or similar device. Furthermore, such 
a frame may be arranged in an adjustable, i.e. orientat- 
able manner in the passenger compartment of the ve- 
hicle and/or may be associated to slat-lil<e baffle plates 
provided in a mutually parallel arrangement and capable 
of being orientated so as to adjust the direction of the 
airflow according to the requirements. 
[0003] On the other hand, the flow of air issuing from 
the ventilation louver is substantially concentrated about 
a main directional axis that is defined by the orientation 
of the baffle plates, so that it may prove scarcely effec- 
tive and be much of a nuisance for the people in the 
vehicle. 

[0004] It therefore is a main purpose of the present 
invention to provide a ventilation louver, in particularfor 
use in motor vehicles, which is particularly simple in its 
structure and construction, and at the same time enable 

an effeclive ventilation effect to be obtained without 
causing any inconvenience to people, 
[0005] A further purpose of the present invention is to 
provide a ventilation louver of the above cited kind, with 
which venlilallon is capable of being adjusted in a par- 
ticularly easy, convenient and smooth manner. 
[0006] According to the present invention, these aims 
are reached in a ventilation louver, in particularfor motor 
vehicles, embodying the characteristics as recited in the 
appended claims. 

[0007] The features and advantages of the present in- 
vention will anyway be more readily and clearly under- 
stood from the description that is given below by way of 
non-limiting example with reference to the accompany- 
ing drawing, in which the Figure is a schematic, longitu- 
dinal cross-sectional view of a preferred embodiment of 
the present Invention. 

[0008] With reference to the Figure, the ventilation 
louver mainly comprises a tubular, preferably cylindrical 
frame 1 that, when duly installed in the vehicle, delimi- 
tates the end portion of at least a conduit forthe passage 
of air, in particular into the interior of a motor vehicle. 
[0009] Said air conduit is preferably provided with 
means for adjusting the flow rate of the air, such as for 
instance a butterfly valve 3, and comprises, upstream 
of the frame 1 , an Inlet conduit 2 that is connected to an 
inlet opening 6 of the frame 1 vie a sleeve-like flexible 
portion 4, or the like. 

[001 0] The frame 1 , which has an outlet opening 7 on 
the opposite side, is mounted in an adjustable, i.e. ori- 
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entatable manner in the passenger compartment of the 
vehicle, preferably by means of a ball joint 5 connected 
to a support member 15. 

[0011] In its interior, the frame 1 accommodates at 
s least a substantially helical and substantially co-axial 
member Preferably, such a helical member comprises 
a helical screw 8 adapted to freely rotate about a shaft 
9 of its own that is mounted co-axially inside the frame 
1 , for instance by means of appropriate support spokes 
io 10. 

[0012] Preferably, the helical screw 8 extends sub- 
stantially all over the axial length of the frame 1 and has 
a diameter that Is just slightly smaller than the inside 
diameter of the frame itself, in such a manner as to en- 
's hance the operating effectiveness of the ventilation lou- 
ver. 

[0013] In any case, the helical screw 8 is caused to 
rotate about the shaft 9 by the substantially axial flow of 
air (indicated at A in the Figure) which enters the inlet 

20 opening 6, and converts said axial flow into a corre- 
sponding helical flow issuing from the outlet opening 7 
of the louver in the fonn of a whirling, substantially di- 
vergent flow of air (indicated at B in the Figure). 
[0014] The rotation of the helical screw 8 does not 

25 substantially alter the air flow and, in any case, the air 
flow B occurring at the outlet opening 7 of the louver is 
particularly effective in ensuring a good ventilation of the 
vehicle (thanks to its whirling motion). Furthermore, in 
an advantageous manner, the diverging (rather than ax- 

30 iaily concentrated) conformation of the flow of air issuing 
from the outlet opening does not create any Inconven- 
ience to the people In the vehicle. 
[0015] It will of course be appreciated that the helical 
screw 8 may also be mounted in a fixed manner and/or 

35 may be replaced by equivalent spiral or helical means, 
such as for instance turbine blades or vanes, orthe like, 
adapted to give the air a flow pattern as described above 
for the outlet flow B. 

[0016] Preferably, the frame 1 (and, therefore, the 
40 middle axis ofthewhirlingoutletflowB) can be adjusted, 
i.e. orientated manually in a particularly convenient 
manner by means of an articulated control system of the 
so-called joystick type. Such an articulated control sys- 
tem mainly comprises an appropriately shaped lever 11 
45 which has its fulcrum at 12 on a linking member 13 that 
is in turn hinged on to the support member 15 so as to 
be able to pivot about an axis 14 that is orthogonal to 
the fulcrum 1 2. An end portion 1 6 of the lever 1 1 is as- 
sociated in an articulated, i.e. loose mannertotheframe 
50 1 , for instance by means of a slot 1 7, orthe like, whereas 
the opposite end portion 1 8 can be gripped with the hand 
to orientate the frame 1 . 

[0017] The flow adjusting valve 3 is of the type capa- 
ble of rotating about a transverse spindle 1 9. According 
55 to another aspect of the Invention, said spindle 1 9 Is con- 
nected axially to a flexible drive cable 20 which is in turn 
capable of being rotated by means of a small control 
wheel 21 , or the like, pivoted on the end portion 1 8 of 



2 



3/24/2010, EAST Version: 2.4.1.1 



3 



EP 1 332 899 A2 



the lever 11 . As a result, a single control device com- 
prising the lever 11 enables not only the main direction 
of the outlet air flow B to be orientated, but also the flow 
rate of said outlet air flow to be varied through a corre- 
sponding adjustment of the valve 3 by a simple rotation 
of the small wheel 21 . 

[0018] it will of course be appreciated that the above 
described ventilation louver may be the subject of a 
number of further modifications or variants without de- 
parting from the scope of the present invention. So, for 
instance, it is possible for the rotating shaft 9 of the hel- 
ical screw 8 to be connected to a drive motor (not 
shown), for example via a flexible-cable drive system 
similar to the one that has been described above in con- 
nection with the adjustment of the valve 3 through the 
cable 20. This would enable the motor-driven helical 
screw to not only perform the function of giving a desired 
pattern to the outlet air flow B Issuing from the louver, 
but also to force the same air flow A along the conduit 
2, 4, 1. 



support member (1 5) so as to be able to pivot about 
an axis (14) that Is orthogonal to said fulcrum (12), 
In which an end portion (16) of the lever (11) is as- 
sociated In an articulated manner to the tubular 
frame (1). 

6. Ventilation louver according to claim 5, character- 
ized in that In said air conduit (2,4,1) there is pro- 
vided at least a flow adjustment member (3) capa- 
ble of being controlled via a flexible drive cable (20) 
that is actuatable with the aid of a control device 
(21) provided in correspondence of said lever (11). 

7. Ventilation louver according to claim 2, character- 
ized in that said helical screw (8) Is adapted to be 
driven rotatably by driving means, so as to be able 
to force the flow of air along said conduit (2,4, 1 ). 



Claims 

1. Ventilation louver, In particular for motor vehicles, 25 
comprising a tubular frame adapted to delimitate an 
end portion of at least a conduit for the passage of 

air supplying said frame with a substantially axial 
inlet flow, characterized in that said frame (1) ac- 
commodates in its Interior at least a substantially so 
helical and substantially co-axial member adapted 
to convert said inlet axial flow (A) into a correspond- 
ing helical outlet air flow thai Issues from the frame 
(1 ) in the fonri of a whirling, substantially divergent 
flow of air (B). 35 

2. Ventilation louver according to claim 1 , character- 
ized in that said helical member comprises a heli- 
cal screw (8) adapted to rotate about a shaft (9) that 

Is mounted co-axlaliy Inside the frame (1 ). 40 

3. Ventilation louver according to claim 2, character- 
ized in that said helical screw extends substantially 
all over the axial length of the frame (1) and has a 
diameter that Is just slightly smaller than the Inside 45 
diameter of the frame Itself. 

4. Ventilation louver according to claim 1 , character- 
ized in that said frame (1) Is mounted In an orien- 
tatable manner on a support member (1 5), In which so 

at least a portion (4) of said air conduit Is flexible. 

5. Ventilation louver according to claim 4, character- 
ized in that said frame is capable of being orientat- 
ed manually, with respect to an articulated ball joint 55 
(5), by means of an articulated control arrangement 
comprising a lever (11) which has Its fulcrum on a 
linking member (13) that Is In turn hinged on to the 
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